INSIDE STORY

earlier by James Naismith, a Canadian who was asked to
invent an indoor game to keep the restless young men of
a Massachusetts branch of the School for Christian
Workers occupied, “women’s basketball” arrived in
England with no printed rules, no court lines, circles or
boundaries. The goals were actual baskets, hung on walls.
Over the next few years the ladies of Madame Osterberg’s
played around with the game, finally printing a set of rules
in 1901.

It became an instant hit in schools because of its
simplicity, and the fact that it could be played indoors, and
PE teachers were quick to intreduce it to their pupils.

Netball is, perhaps, the consummate Commonwealth
sport. In the early part of the 20th century it spread like
wildfire across the British empire, which is probably why
today’s world rankings include countries such as Jamaica
(4), Cook Islands (7) and Trinidad & Tobago (10) in the top
ten. There is an intense feeling now among the netballing
community in Scotland that if Glasgow is to host the
Commeonwealth Games in 2014, it cannot afford tolet the
side down.

Storie, who as well as working full time is juggling her
training with a set of accountancy exams, puts the team’s
motivation into words. “I can’t wait for 2014. That’s my
main goal. That's why I'm here, doing all this training. This
is what it’s all for.”
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